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The Formation of the Culture of Integrity:
A Perspective on the Role of the “Key Few”

JIANG Lai-yong, BAI Yu-cheng
(University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)

Abstract; The formation of the culture of integrity plays a foundational and fundamental role in
corruption governance. The “key few” faces relatively more opportunities for corruption and serves as the
primary instigator of corruption issues. If the “key few” adheres to strict self-discipline, complies with laws
and regulations, and effectively play a leading and exemplary role in promoting integrity, it will be easier for
the whole society to cultivate a cultural atmosphere that values integrity and resists corruption. The “key

n

few” primarily influences the material and spiritual needs of the majority " through their unique

" majority" to pursue benefits while avoiding harm,

capabilities, as well as the inherent tendency of the
thereby contributing to the formation of the culture of integrity. However, there are significant obstacles in
realizing the exemplary and leading role of the “key few” in promoting integrity. It is necessary to analyze
the mechanisms and pathways through which the “key few” exerts influence from both the bureaucratic and
social network dimensions. Additionally, countermeasures should be proposed from the perspective of
dynamic equilibrium between supply and demand, including establishing and improving reward and
recognition mechanisms, refining and implementing education of the culture of integrity, and strengthening

supervision, management, and punitive measures.

Key words: the culture of integrity; formation of culture; “key few” ; role; psychology
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